






I. Introduction, Goals, and Funding Availability

The City of Seattle Office of Housing ( OH) is announcing the availability of approximately $35 million in 

capital funds for the Rental Housing Program. 1

This funding is intended to support the production and preservation of rental housing that will provide 

long-term affordability to Seattle residents. This section provides an overview of the range of goals of 

the Rental Housing Program and the amounts and types of fund sources available. The goals remain 

consistent with those established by the City Council-approved 2021-2023 Seattle Housing Levy 

Administrative and Financial Plan and associated Housing Funding Policies, as shown below. 

As in the past, this NOFA emphasizes the production of housing for our City's low-income families and 

individuals, including those who are experiencing homelessness or at risk of homelessness due to 

housing instability. Th is NOFA also recognizes that Black, Indigenous, and People of Color ( Bl POC) 

disproportionately experience housing instability and homelessness relative to the general population. 

Housing funded under past NOFAs has advanced the anti-racist outcomes that align with the goals of the 

City's Race and Social Justice Initiative, a citywide effort to end institutional racism in City government 

and to achieve racial equity across our community. This NOFA not only commits to continue this work, 

but also expressly recognizes that historical housing policies and practices have produced racist 

outcomes at both the national and local level. It also recognizes that generalized systemic racism has 

manifested in housing inequities for BIPOC that have persisted for generations. For these reasons this 

NOFA encourages: (i) applications from organizations with leadership that provides authentic and 

trusted relationships with communities disproportionately underrepresented in affordable housing 

development, including BIPOC-led organizations, and (ii) project proposals that meaningfully combat 

racially-driven housing inequities, particularly in areas where economic and real estate pressures have 

led to residential displacement disproportionately experienced by BIPOC communities. 

As always, OH seeks to maximize affordable housing production given finite resources. The Office of 

Housing therefore urges applicants to minimize their reliance on public subsidy through exceptional 

cost-efficiency; projects with comparatively lower per-unit costs and subsidy requirements will have a 

distinct competitive advantage during the underwriting process. 

Rental Housing Program Goals 

Regardless of the method by which projects are delivered, the goals of the Rental Housing Program 

remain central to the funding made available through this notice, as follows: 
• Provide a mix of affordable rental housing, serving a range of households and income levels

consistent with income limits and affordability requirements for each fund source, to promote

housing opportunity and choice throughout the City.

1 For a complete description of the Rental Housing Program, see Appendix A.
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